
Green-e Governance Board Minutes of the Meeting 
Monday, June 16th, 2014: 12:00PM-1:45PM Pacific 

 
 

Attending Board Members:  
Bud Beebe, Sacramento Municipal Utilities District  
Pierre Bull, Natural Resources Defense Council  
Jeff Deyette, Union of Concerned Scientists 
Barry Friedman, National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
Lars Kvale, APX – Left the call at 1:36pm 
Blair Swezey, SunPower Corporation  
Jennifer Martin, CRS  
 
Non-voting Members 
Ian McGowan, 3Degrees / CMAC Chair 
 
 
Item 1: Welcome 
Roll Call and Determination of Quorum. 
Quorum established at 12:04 PM PST 
 
Item 2: Review and Adopt Agenda 
It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda, which was approved 7-0. 
 
Item 3: Vote to Approve Meeting Minutes of March 6, 2014 
It was moved and seconded to approve the Meeting minutes from the previous Board meeting. The Board 
approved 7-0. 
 
Item 4: Update on Items from Previous Call 
Language on RPS double counting has been updated in the Green-e Energy National Standard. A 60-day 
stakeholder comment period was issued to 1) request input on a potential Standard change to permit long-
term purchasing of a new product type that supplies generation from facilities for more than 15 years, and 
2) request input on the potential use of ocean-based energy generation technologies to generate Green-e 
Energy eligible renewable energy. All feedback is due August 18, 2014. 
 
Board Discussion: Staff clarified that the next revision date for the Green-e Energy National Standard is 
scheduled for May 2019. Each time a revision to the Standard is made that is not considered to be a minor 
change, the revision date will be updated to 5 years from the revision year.  
 
Item 5: Discussion and Update on Renewable Energy Double Claims 
Green-e Energy Program Staff have been developing a Claims Policy to articulate how Staff evaluates 
claims around REC ownership and Green-e Energy eligibility. A series of calls are scheduled in June to 
seek input from Green-e Energy participants on certain changes to the Green-e Energy Code of Conduct 
and this topic will be included.  Green-e Energy will also host a webinar on solar double claims, date to 
be determined. 
 
CRS will be releasing a paper with the Regulatory Assistance Project (RAP) detailing the types of action 
that would be appropriate in the renewable energy market for regulatory compliance with Section 111(d) 
of the Clean Air Act. The comment period officially closes September 30, 2014.  



 
Board Discussion: A Board member mentioned a July 1st deadline, which is a preferred early deadline 
issued by the OMB. Board discussed options for distribution of the CRS-RAP paper.  
 
A stakeholder comment period for Portland General Electric’s green pricing options is now open. Staff 
will collect all comments, review them with the Utility Green Pricing Sub-Committee of the Board, and 
bring the item of program certification to the Board for a vote.  
 
Item 6: Review Staff Plan for Governance Board and Advisory Committee Chair Positions 
Staff intends to implement the following plan for the Advisory Committees: Each year, there will be an 
election for one of the Advisory Committee Chairs, resulting in a term of 3 years for each the Chair of 
Advisory Committee. First elections are likely to occur in the Fall of 2014.  
 
Staff is looking to expand representation on the Green-e Governance Board, and is seeking suggestions 
from the current Board on candidates that would have expertise in the areas of carbon markets, consumer 
advocates, and purchasers.  
 
Item 7: Update on Green-e Climate Endorsed Programs (CAR, VCS, and GS) 
Green-e Climate Program Staff provided the Board with a routine update of Endorsed Programs. This 
update included changes to the Climate Action Reserve, the Verified Carbon Standard, and the Gold 
Standard (recent changes to the American Carbon Registry were discussed at the previous meeting). Staff 
provided an overview of added project types, revised methodologies and protocols, and added or revised 
program rules and requirements.  
 
No action by the Board was requested beyond votes in Items 8, 9, and 10 below to expand Green-e 
Climate endorsements. Program Staff will continue to gather information with respect to several changes 
at Gold Standard and VCS, but otherwise either changes were not seen to affect Green-e Climate 
Standard criteria or expansion of Green-e’s endorsement of VCS and Gold Standard will be pursued when 
requested by program participants of these programs.  
 
Item 8: Voting Item - Green-e Climate endorsement of ACR Landfill Gas Methane Capture 
The Board considered a vote on endorsement of landfill gas (LFG) methane capture projects within the 
American Carbon Registry (ACR). Since the only LFG methodology currently being used by ACR is a 
methodology originally developed by the U.S. EPA for its Climate Leaders program, that methodology 
was the basis of staff’s evaluation of the project type. An open stakeholder comment period was held 
from January 21, 2014 to March 21, 2014. Staff provided the Board with a summary of comments, as 
well as a summary of ACR’s response. Staff requested a vote from the Board on this item to establish 
whether or not endorsement of this project type would proceed.  
 
Board Discussion: Staff received comments that the dataset used in the Climate Leaders methodology’s 
performance standard determination does not reflect the most accurate and up-to-date data available. 
Other comments suggested that the methodology could be endorsed on the basis that previous versions of 
methodologies and protocols using the same dataset have been endorsed in the past and projects 
registered under those standards are eligible to supply Green-e Climate certified offsets. The Board 
discussed use of the potential risks of approving use of this version of the methodology. Program Staff 
communicated ACR’s response to concerns regarding the methodology’s performance standard. The 
Board discussed the concern that projects could be penalized due simply to the timing of the assessment 
for endorsement.  
 
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the following action: “The Green-e Governance Board will withhold a 
vote on endorsement of the LFG project type in ACR until such time as the EPA Climate Leaders LFG 



methodology is revised to include appropriately current data in its performance standard determination or 
until another LFG methodology is adopted for use in ACR.” The Board agreed that endorsements must 
consider whether the most accurate, complete, and up-to-date data that is reasonably available is included 
at the time of endorsement, and that though this may result in a pool of eligible projects that have used 
different standards depending on the timing of different endorsements, Green-e Climate should not move 
the goal posts on existing eligible projects to ensure that all eligible projects meet the same standard at 
any given time. Instead, the program will look to ensure that eligible methodologies are updated when 
appropriate such that new projects must be registered under the most up-to-date standards, but eligible 
projects can supply Green-e Climate certified offsets throughout their crediting period. The Board could 
not endorse the broader project category of LFG in ACR until at least one methodology or standard 
within that category that is in use at the time of endorsement has been determined to meet our standard.  
 
Item 9: Voting Item - Green-e Climate endorsement of two new ACR project type (transportation 
and energy efficiency) and ACR projects that use CDM methodologies 
A public 30-day stakeholder comment period was held to solicit feedback on this topic from May 9, 2014 
to June 9, 2014. No comments were received.  Program Staff highlighted that unmodified CDM 
methodologies and those that have undergone “minor” modifications that are approved for use in ACR do 
not go through an additional 30-day comment period beyond what is required by the CDM.  
 
Board Discussion: Some discussion of ACR’s policies regarding modification of and public consultation 
for approved CDM methodologies took place. The Board requested that Program Staff continue to 
monitor the approval of CDM methodologies within ACR. 
 
The Board voted 6-0 to endorse energy efficiency and transportation projects within ACR, as well as 
projects within eligible project types that use unmodified CDM methodologies. One board member exited 
the call prior to the vote, but quorum was maintained.  
 
Item 10: Voting Item - Green-e Climate endorsement of 4 new CAR project types: Mexican 
forestry, nitrogen management, organic waste composting, and rice cultivation 
A public 30-day stakeholder comment period was held to solicit feedback on this topic from May 9, 2014 
to June 9, 2014. No comments were received. Program Staff recommended endorsement on the four 
project types under CAR. 
 
The Board voted 6-0 to approve Green-e Climate endorsement of the four new project types under CAR.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:41PM. 
 
 
 
 


